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The Pastor’s Perspective
By Pastor Lou Stoops

Lou Stoops, Pastor

“Ask and it will
be given to you;
seek and you will
find; knock and
the door will be
opened to you.
For everyone
who asks
receives; the one
who seeks finds;
and to the one
who knocks, the
door will be
opened.”
Matthew 7:7,8
NIV

THE

2014 will have many opportunities for experiencing God’s mercy and grace
in our lives as we navigate the path before us. If you’re like me you can’t
help but contemplate what lies ahead; even our best guesses fall short in
predicting the diverse twists and turns that end up presenting challenges to
our faith. How we fair will be largely dependent upon the preparations we
make. God’s mercy is God sparing us from what we deserve, and His grace
is the lavishing upon us of what we clearly don’t deserve. The preparations
to fair well through what we face require returning to the basics of building
our relationship with God.

To see and understand God’s direction and provision in our experiences we
must stay close to Him. If you allow yourself to walk with Him at a distance
you will easily be waylaid by the many distractions that present themselves
along the way; you will also find it more difficult to tap into by faith the assurances you need to keep going. Staying close to the Lord becomes then, the
chief agenda item for us in 2014.

I want to encourage you this New Year, to do several things to stay close to
God: make reading, meditating, memorizing and doing the Word of God a
daily pursuit. Jesus taught that we need the Word (Matthew 4:10) to be sustained. In addition, we must cultivate our prayer life; to laser our faith toward
God as the Provider for all our needs (Matthew 7:7, 8). We should also refuse to neglect our gathering together at least once a week (Hebrews
10:25); it is in the context of community that God grows us up. These critical
preparations will empower us through the Holy Spirit to fair well on the path
ahead and to stay close to God in 2014.
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New
“Whoever
believes
and is
baptized
will be
saved…”
Mark
16:16
NIV

Member
Welcome to WCC

Baptism

Fall Festival Celebration

Fun was had by all who attended the Fall Festival Celebration last October. The theme
was “Heroes of the Bible Unmasked”. We had a visit from the prophet Elijah who told
the children about several heroes in the Bible. We also learned what it takes to be a
hero in the eyes of God; unquestioning faith in God and obedience to His Word no
matter the threat even to our lives. In an interactive narrative with the children, who enthusiastically participated, we learned about the trials faced by Elijah, David, Esther,
Moses, Noah and Daniel and how they triumphed through their faith in God.

We also learned about the greatest hero of all, Jesus, who died that we might have
salvation. The festival was set up in carnival style with various fun game booths depicting the Bible heroes that gave the children many opportunities to win prizes. Dinner
served was hot dogs along with chips and a drink. There was even craft time where
everyone got to decorate a mask. There were some very artistic designs created that
night. And of course there was lots of candy. We had an attendance of over 20 youth
and adults; 10 of which were guests. The teens of Westlane were very instrumental in
helping make the festival a success. They cheerfully manned the different game
booths and helped with the smaller children.
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Give Thanks

Happy Birthday!

Christmas Eve Service

Manna Ministry continues to
serve the community every 1st
Saturday of the month. A hearty
hot breakfast is offered that includes healthy food choices.
There is also the opportunity for our guests to select groceries from our small food pantry. We continue to have familiar faces among our visitors that
range in numbers from 10-35 depending on the
weather. We have observed that several children
in the neighborhood are availing themselves of the
services provided by this ministry.
We continue to need the support of our volunteers
every month. There are a variety of activities that
anyone can assist with no matter the range of your
physical activity.

30 of each are needed:
Soup
• Cracker Sleeves
• Peanut butter
• Jelly or Jam
• Canned Chicken
• Flavored Rice
• Canned Vegetables
• Pasta
• Pasta Sauce
• Canned or dry beans
• Raimen Noodles
• Fruit or Pudding Cups
• Cookies or Treats (must be
store bought)
•

The Youth Hosted December Manna Ministry

Sunday School
Adult Sunday School will be offered for
four weeks beginning January 12th.

“There
are

Topics will include Basic Christian
Doctrine and WCC Mission and Systems.

different

kinds
of
service,
but the
same
Lord.”

Mark Your Calendar!
Manna Ministries the
1st Saturday of each month

1
Corinthians

12:5
NIV

WCC Marriage Retreat
April 11th - 12th
Good Friday Service April 18th at 6:30 p.m.
VBS is the last week of June,
June 23rd - 27th
Visit www.westlane.org to listen to
archived sermons and Bible studies,
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Lou Stoops, Pastor/Elder
John White, Elder
Westlane Christian Church
7220 Grandview Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46260
Phone: 317-255-3346
Fax: 317-255-7054
Email: contactwcc@westlane.org
Website: www.Westlane.org

Are you free on Sundays at
10am?
Come Join Us! We’re at the
corner of Westlane and
Grandview, just east of
Michigan Road.
Weekly Schedule
Sundays

10:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship

Thursdays

7:00 P.M.
Prayer Meeting

Prison Ministry @ Pendleton every Saturday, 7:30-9:00 AM

