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Destructive Distraction…

Lou Stoops, Pastor

“...You have
forsaken your
first love…
Repent and do
the things you
did at first.”
Revelation 2:4,5 NIV

The Bible confronts a problem that seems to have engaged the Church in our day –
being busy with other things and neglecting the work of God. We slip all too easily
into a pattern of self-interest without being aware or bothered that we have gone
adrift; we become so absorbed by the moment that we cannot bring ourselves to
raise our heads and look forward toward the precipice. The Prophet Haggai addressed just such a condition resident in the Jews while they were in a state of comfortable captivity. The Babylonian and Persian powers had loosened their yoke
enough so that a large number of Jews could return to Jerusalem and rebuild out of
the ruins. It was the context of these conditions wherein God would confront the
self-interest that had engaged the people.
Those that had journeyed back wasted no time taking care of themselves; they were
driven by every notion of comfort and materialism they could conceive. Even so,
they suffered a void that could not be filled. God spoke to them that the root cause
of the void was their putting themselves first and neglecting Him. Haggai writes,
“This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet
come for the Lord’s house to be built.’” “Then the word of the Lord came through
the prophet Haggai: “It is a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled
houses, while this house remains a ruin?” (Haggai 1:2-4)
It was easy for them and it is easy for us, to get so enamored by our desires that we
neglect the things of God. It is happening today. We chase after the temporal and
miss the eternal. No wonder there is a void. Haggai goes on to describe, “Now this
is what the Lord Almighty says: Give careful thought to your ways. You have
planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink,
but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages,
only to put them in a purse with holes in it.” (Haggai 1:5, 6)
It is good to have enough self-interest to get up and get going so as to make provision for ourselves and our families. That is not the problem. The problem is that we
can get too busy with other things; we may allow self-interest, essential to survival,
to dominate and so distract us that we neglect the vital. Only by putting God first
(Matthew 6:33) are we able to rest in satisfaction. Futility accompanies neglect of
God. Nothing has meaning apart from Him.
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VACTION BIBLE SCHOOL 2013
Monday, June 24th, - Friday, June 28th
at 6:30 P.M .
Pre-School—Middle School ages Welcome!
The Theme this year is KINGDOM ROCK - Where Kids Stand
Strong for God.
Children will share in an adventure of a lifetime.
They will discover how to stand strong for God and learn how to see
the evidence of God in everyday lifetime.
Register in person, online at www.westlane.org, or call 255-3346

Volunteers are hard at work preparing for the WCC
Manna Ministries Program. This program will help families
in our area with food service in the following ways:
Manna Meal: A brunch to be served from 9:30-11:00 a.m. on
the FIRST SATURDAY of each month. The menu has been
set and we need volunteers to help with the gathering of supplies. There are opportunities to help prepare and serve the
meal as well as a need for people to offer hospitality to those
who will be joining us for this meal.
During the meal Bibles and Christian literature will also be made available
to anyone who desires. We want to feed the soul as well as the body.
Matthew 4:4(NIV) - Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on
bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”

Begins
Saturday,

June 1st

Manna on the Move: Following the brunch, visitors will be able to take
home a bag of groceries. We hope to have enough to cover what is needed. To this end, we are seeking the following items in donations:
30

Cans of Soup

30

Crackers

30

Peanut butter

30

Jelly or Jam

30

Tuna

30

Tuna Helper

30

Canned Vegetables

30

Canned Fruit

30

Canned Pasta (spaghettios, etc)

30

Mac n’ cheese

30

Raimen Noodles

30

Cookies or Treats (individually wrapped
and must be store bought)

There will be no charge for either the Manna Meal or Manna on the
Move. God provided miraculous nourishment for the children of Israel as
they wandered through the wilderness. Here is a chance to participate in
God’s care for the new group of people wandering through a contemporary
wilderness.
1 John 3:17-18(NIV) - If anyone has material possessions and sees a
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God
be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but
with actions and in truth.
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Westlane,
Thank you for welcoming our family and friends to
Westlane for Evelyn's dedication! We appreciate giving
everyone a warm welcome and supporting us as we
strive to raise Evelyn with everyone's help to be a Godly
woman. Thank you also for the beautiful Bible, it is
Evy's first real Bible and I pray that she treasures it.
Thank you also for welcoming us into the Westlane family! Westlane is the
first Church that our family has sought membership at. We believe that God
has some great things in store for our Church family and we look forward to
being a part of that.
We greatly appreciate how welcome you have made us all feel for the past year
and look forward to the exciting plans God has for all of us.
In Christ's Love,
Ben, Jeanna, and Evelyn Furnish

“...he
who
wins
souls
is
wise.”
Proverbs
11:30 NIV
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Lou Stoops, Pastor/Elder
John White, Elder
Westlane Christian Church
7220 Grandview Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46260

Phone: 317-255-3346
Fax: 317-255-7054
Email: contactwcc@westlane.org
Website: www.Westlane.org

Are you free on Sundays at
10am?
Come Join Us! We’re at the
corner of Westlane and
Grandview, just east of
Michigan Road.

Weekly Schedule
Sundays

10:00 A.M.
Sunday Morning Worship

Wednesdays

7:00 P.M.
Bible Study

Prison Ministry @ Pendleton every Saturday, 7:30-9:00 AM (see Felecia)

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Monday, June 24th—Friday, June 28th
6:30 P.M.

